Principles of American Constitutional Government 

PSC 101 - 3 Credit Hours 

Fall 2010 – TMCC Dandini Campus 

Section 1008, Red Mountain 313

Tuesday & Thursday Morning 9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

Section 1009, Sierra 105

Tuesday & Thursday Morning 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 a.m.

Basic Information

Instructor:  Colleen T. Long, B.A., M.P.A.

Political Science Office:  Sierra Building (SIER) 202

Part-Time Office:  Red Mountain Building (RDMT) 315

E-mail:  clong@tmcc.edu

Required Readings

1. Losco, Joseph and Ralph Baker.  Am Gov.  New York, New York:  McGraw-Hill 


Companies, Inc., 2009.  
Purpose of Course

The purpose of this course is to provide enough intelligible information to allow each student to develop a clear and concise understanding of the basics of American Politics and the system under which it operates.  This understanding will be evident in each student’s knowledge and comprehension of American politics, and their ability to successfully apply several of the basic principles and ideals revealed in the course.  

Requirements of Course

Each student will be required to recognize and recollect course material, including key definitions and terms, and to restate or reorganize materials in order to show a clear understanding of the information.  Students will also be required to apply course material to current events, and to utilize critical thinking skills to solve problems and situations in the political arena (of both yesterday and today).  

Expectations of Course

Each student will be expected to attend each class at its designated time and place, complete all assignments by their specified dates, and take all tests and exams on their given date.  Several graded assignments will be conducted during the scheduled class period, including tests, evaluations, group projects and presentations. In the event that a class will be missed, the student will be expected to contact the instructor prior to missing the class.  Refer to the top of the page for contact information.  The student should make arrangements to obtain the class information missed from a fellow classmate, along with “making-up” any missed work in a manner deemed appropriate by the instructor.  Overall, each student will be held accountable for all material and information covered during each class, and each student should take sole responsibility for obtaining the information.

 Grading of Course

All assignments, weekly journal entries and class participation will be worth 20% of the course grade.  Three tests will be given throughout the semester.  Each test will be worth 20% of the grade, equaling 60% of the total grade. The final exam will be worth the remaining 20%. 

 Assignments, journals and participation……..…20%

Tests….…………………………………………60%

Final Exam……………………………………...20%

The grading scale is as follows:


A = 90% and above; B = 80% and above; C = 70% and above; 

D = 60% and above; and F = 59% and below

For each chapter, each student is required to find a current, news-worthy topic relevant to American politics and the topic(s) discussed in class from a documented media source.  The student will then write/type a short (100 – 200 word) analysis on the topic, and will properly cite the source used for the analysis.    The analysis will include three parts.  The first part will include a short statement of the issue/problem associated with the topic.  The second part will contain three or more possible alternatives/solutions that the student decides will fit the situation.  The third and final part allows the student to choose and defend the one “best” alternative or solution from those previously stated.  The second and third parts should be approximately one paragraph long.  The entire analysis should be about one page long, not including the citation.  Together, the completed analysis and citation represent one journal entry.  

Each student needs to distinctly mark their name and their course and section number on each journal entry, and each entry should be clearly marked and separated.  Since the journal serves as a means for students to display their knowledge and comprehension of American politics, students should seek to apply course terms and concepts in their analysis. The journal is an independent assignment that is to be automatically completed for each chapter by the student. The purpose of the journal is to make students aware of current issues and events, and to motivate each student to use and develop critical thinking skills. Thus, students are expected to do their own work, and to properly credit other sources of information when necessary.  For an explanation on issues of academic integrity, including plagiarism, refer to TMCC’s student policies.  

Students should bring all their completed journals to each class, along with any other assigned course work.  All journals and assignments should be completed and ready to present by the beginning of class on the designated due date. 

Approximately three tests will be given throughout the term, with one cumulative final. All tests and exams will be based on assigned readings, course lectures, and other noted sources.  To encourage academic integrity, students may be asked to show photo identification before being permitted to take a test or exam.  Thus, bring a photo ID to all tests and exams!  

Schedule of Lectures, Assignments and Exams

Date


Topic




Assignment            

Tues.
8/31

Course Introduction


*Think of Focus Topic



Citizens In Our Changing

Losco & Baker (LB)




Democracy



Ch. 1

The Constitution of the

LB pp. 417– 427



United States of America

Thurs.
9/2*

The Constitution:  The Foundation
LB Ch. 2

Of Citizens’ Rights

The Constitution of the

*Nevada & U.S.


State of Nevada


Constitution Assignment  
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Const/NVConst.html
Tues.
9/7

Federalism:  Citizenship And The
LB Ch. 3

Thurs.
9/9*

Dispersal of Power


*NV Constitution Due

Tues.
9/14

Civil Liberties:  Expanding 

 LB Ch. 4




Citizens’ Rights

Thurs.
9/16

Civil Rights:  Toward A More
LB Ch. 5




Equal Citizenry

Fri.
917

Constitution Day!!

Tues.
9/21

Discussion and Review

LB Ch. 1 - 5

Thurs.
9/23*

Test #1



LB Ch. 1 - 5*Journals Due
Tues.
9/28

Public Opinion:  Listening To

LB Ch. 6




Citizens 




Political Participation:  Equal

LB Ch. 7




Opportunities And Unequal Voices

Thurs. 
9/30

Interest Groups In America:

LB Ch. 8 *Interest Group



Neighbors or Adversaries?

Assignment
Tues.
10/5

Parties and Political Campaigns:  
LB Ch. 9




Citizens And The Electoral Process

Thurs.
10/7*

Media:  Tuning In Or Tuning Out
LB Ch. 10









*Interest Group Work Due
Schedule of Lectures, Assignments and Exams Continued

Date


Topic




Assignment            
Tues.
10/12

Discussion and Review

LB Ch. 6 – 10

Thurs.
10/14*

Test #2



LB Ch. 6–10*Journals Due
Tues.
10/19

Doing the People’s Business:

LB Ch. 11

Thurs.
10/21

Congressional Politics Today

*Vote Smart Assignment
www.vote-smart.org
Tues.
10/26

The Presidency:  Power and 

LB Ch. 12




Paradox    
Thurs.
10/28

Bureaucracy:  Citizens As Owners
LB Ch. 13




And Consumers
                                                                                                                                     
Sun.
10/31

Nevada Day!!

Tues.
11/2

The Supreme Court:  Judicial

LB Ch. 14 - Election Day!!
Thurs.
11/4*

Power In A Democratic Setting
*Vote Smart Work Due
Tues.
11/9

Public Policy:  Responding To
LB Ch. 15




Citizens




Foreign and Defense Policy

LB Ch. 16

Thurs.
11/11

Veterans’ Day



No Class Meeting


Tues.
11/16

Discussion and Review

LB Ch. 11 – 16
Thurs.
11/18*

Test #3



LB Ch.11–16*Journals Due
Tues. 
11/30

Separation of Powers & 

LB Ch. 11-14

Thurs.
12/2

Checks and Balances


Hand Out


Tues.
12/7*

Discussion and Review

LB Ch. 1 - 16
Thurs.
12/9






*In-Class Assignment
Tues.
12/14

Test #4 – Cumulative Final

LB Ch. 1 - 16
Thurs.
12/16

Class Overview/Grades

*The course faculty reserves the right to make any changes in course reading, assignments, projects, quizzes, tests etc. if necessary.  Once changes are announced, each student is responsible for the new requirement.              
1
2

